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Believe. Expect. Achieve.
achieveatlanta.org

191 Peachtree St. NE
Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA 30303

April 29, 2021 
 
 
Parents, Guardians, and Supporters of 2021 Achieve Atlanta Scholars, 
 
Congratulations on the great accomplishment of getting your future Scholar through 
high school!  It is evident that you played an important role in his/her success thus far. 
 
To help these hardworking students to continue to be successful, we have created 
this Scholar Night event to celebrate what already has been done, and College 
Nights to prepare them for their successful transition to college. These two events 
have been designed to support you, answer any questions, and provide information 
that will help your future Scholar comfortably and confidently navigate the uncertainty 
ahead. 
 
The transition from high school to any postsecondary educational experience is a 
time of tremendous change for all involved. The purpose of this Scholar Night is to 
celebrate this great milestone of academic achievement and provide information and 
next steps to receive the scholarship. We will also set expectations for their success 
and share information on the support systems we provide. At College Nights, your 
future Scholar will have a chance to interact with coaches and team members to 
better understand what will be expected of him/her to make a successful transition to 
college, and get questions answered about next steps. 
 
Thank you for participating in both Scholar Night and College Nights, for 
encouraging your future Scholar to reach this level of achievement, and for providing 
the support s/he will need on their collegiate journey. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
The Achieve Atlanta Team 
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Achieve Atlanta Scholarship Steps
High School Through First Year of College

Maintain Eligible 
High School GPA

Enroll Full-
time, Fall 

Term at an 
Eligible 

College/ 
University

Complete 
Update 

Application to 
Receive First 
Scholarship 

Check

Renew FAFSA 

Complete 
Spring 

Scholarship 
Renewal       

Complete 
Annual 

Scholarship 
Renewal

• Graduate with 
a cumulative, 
weighted GPA 
of at least 75

• Schools must be 
accredited, non-
profit

• Schools outside 
the state of 
Georgia must 
also have a 
minimum 44% 
graduation rate 
according to 
College 
Scorecard

•Opens June 22

•Will be asked to 
provide 
verification of 
acceptance (i.e.,  
acceptance 
letter or fall 
course 
schedule)

•May also be 
required to 
provide 
confirmation of 
degree-type 
(i.e., 2-year, 
technical, 4-
year)

•Opens October 
1

• FAFSA must be 
renewed every 
year

• Early 
completion is 
advised

•Opens mid 
November

•Will need to 
provide spring 
schedule 
showing full-time 
enrollment

• Completion 
required to 
receive spring 
scholarship 
funds

•Opens June 2022

•Will need to 
provide:
1) transcript to verify 
your GPA is at least 
a 2.0 and you 
passed 67% of 
courses attempted

2) SAR to verify your 
EFC remains at 
$8,000 or below

3) fall term schedule 
to confirm you 
remain enrolled full-
time
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Campus Supports and Services 
Reference Sheet 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Achieve Atlanta is providing a valuable benefit to all Scholars and their immediate 
family members known as the Student Assistance Program (SAP).  We have partnered 
with McLaughlin Young Group, an independent provider of SAP services. The SAP 
offers help for personal and/or professional concerns by providing free, confidential, 
short-term counseling and personal consultation.  The SAP has a network of counselors 
that are conveniently located.  They can help you improve or resolve personal 
difficulties whether big or small, personal, or school-related.   
 
Some examples of concerns that the SAP addresses include: 
 

• Family conflict • Depression and anxiety 
• Relationship issues • Communication breakdowns 
• Grief and loss • Alcohol or drug use 
• Stress • School-related issues 

 
To seek assistance through the SAP, simply call 704-529-1428 or 800-633-3353.   
 
Appointments are available during both daytime and evening hours. 

Mental Health Support Services 

http://achieveatlanta.org/mentalhealth 



POSTSECONDARY 
PARTNERS
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Albany State University  
Student Success Requirements 

Albany State Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• new scholars must attend mandatory New Student Orientation; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA and Albany State data release authorization 
(FERPA Release form) every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors and coaches 
including checking in within the first 30 days of the beginning of 
class each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• attend mandatory Student Success workshops and; 

• complete a post-secondary degree. Kristopher Bailey  
Achieve Atlanta Coordinator 
Enrollment Management and 
Student Success 
229.500.2940 
kristopher.bailey@asurams.edu 
 
Devonte’ Hawkins 
Achieve Atlanta Ambassador 
devonte.hawkins@asurams.edu 
  
Albany State University 
2400 Gillionville Road 
Albany, GA 31707 
https://www.asurams.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kristopher.bailey@asurams.edu
mailto:devonte.hawkins@asurams.edu
https://www.asurams.edu/
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Atlanta Technical College  
Student Success Requirements 

ATC Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and 
renewal applications including submitting required 
documents and completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors including 
checking in within 30 days of the beginning of class each 
term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested;  

• attend study hall in the Student Success Center and/or 
tutoring on campus for at least four hours per week;  

• attend at least two Student Success Workshops per 
semester;  

• join at least one student organization; and  

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

Thomas Peoples 
Atlanta Technical College 
Student Success Advisor 
Academic and Student Affairs 
404.225.4555 
tpeoples@atlantatech.edu  
 
 
Derek Smith 
Atlanta Technical College 
Retention Coordinator 
Academic and Student Affairs 
404.225.4028 
dsmith2@atlantatech.edu  
 
Breale Howard 
Achieve Atlanta 
College Success Coach  
404.333.0398 
bhoward@achieveatlanta.org 
 
 

mailto:tpeoples@atlantatech.edu
mailto:dsmith2@atlantatech.edu
mailto:bhoward@achieveatlanta.org
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Clayton State University  
Student Success Requirements 

Clayton State Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and 
renewal applications including submitting required 
documents and completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA and Clayton State data release 
authorization (FERPA waiver) every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors including 
checking in within 30 days of the beginning of class each 
term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• utilize and take advantage of campus resources as needed;  

• schedule regular appointments with academic advisor; and 
meet periodically with the Ambassador for assistance, 
guidance and support; 

• participate in campus activities and events for the academic 
year that support persistence and completion; and   

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

Eric Tack 
Assistant Vice President for 
Enrollment Management and 
Student Success 
678.466.4085 
EricTack@clayton.edu   
 
Linda Proctor-Merritt 
Associate Director for Recruitment 
(678) 466-4142 
LindaProctor-Merritt@clayton.edu  
 
Shanteria Wilder  
Achieve Atlanta Ambassador,  
Center for Advising and Retention 
swilder3@student.clayton.edu 
 
 

mailto:EricTack@clayton.edu
mailto:LindaProctor-Merritt@clayton.edu
mailto:swilder3@student.clayton.edu
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Student Success Requirements 

Georgia Tech Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• complete the FAFSA, Georgia Tech data release authorization 
(FERPA waiver) and the Georgia Tech Application for 
Scholarships and Financial Aid (GT App) every year; 

• complete the Georgia Tech data release authorization (FERPA 
waiver); 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors including 
checking in within the first 3 weeks of the beginning of class 
each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• attend at least one academic success, professional success, or 
personal well-being workshop offered by the Institute per 
semester; 

• attend at least one peer-mentor session with your assigned 
campus ambassador per semester; 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

Brent Griffin 
Director of Retention and Graduation 
Initiatives/Assistant Registrar 
Office of the Registrar/Office of 
Undergraduate Education 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Evans Administration Building, 
"Tech Tower", 103 E 
brent.griffin@gatech.edu 
404.385.3665 
 
Sybrina Atwaters, Ph.D. 
Director of OMED: Educational 
Services 
Institute Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
681 Cherry Street, Chapin Building 
sybrina.atwaters@omed.gatech.edu 
404.894.8746 
 
Markyta Holton, MPA 
Program & Operations Manager  
OMED: Educational Services 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
681 Cherry Street, Chapin Building  
markyta.holton@omed.gatech.edu 
404.385.1942 
 
Miriam Huppert 
Senior Assistant Director  
Office of Scholarships &Financial Aid 
Georgia Institute of Technology   
225 North Avenue 
Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0460 
miriam.huppert@finaid.gatech.edu 
404.385.4565 Office 
404.894.7412 Fax 
 
Beth Bullock Spencer, Ph.D. 
Director of Undergraduate Advising 
and Transition 
Office of Undergraduate Education 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
beth.spencer@gatech.edu 
404.385.5464 
 

mailto:brent.griffin@gatech.edu
mailto:sybrina.atwaters@omed.gatech.edu
mailto:markyta.holton@omed.gatech.edu
mailto:miriam.huppert@finaid.gatech.edu
mailto:beth.spencer@gatech.edu
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Georgia State University - Atlanta 
Student Success Requirements 

Georgia State – Atlanta Campus Achieve 
Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA and Georgia State data release 
authorization (FERPA waiver) every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors including 
checking in within the first 30 days of the beginning of class 
each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• complete the Academic Passport every semester;  

• will serve as a positive role model for Georgia State, Achieve 
Atlanta and Atlanta Public Schools; 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brittney Bartholomew, M.Ed. 
Retention Coordinator  
First-Year and Transition Programs 
Georgia State University  
25 Park Place NE, Suite 400 
achieve@gsu.edu 
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Georgia State University - Perimeter 
Student Success Requirements 

Georgia State – Perimeter Campus Achieve 
Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA and Georgia State data release 
authorization (FERPA waiver) every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors including 
checking in within the first 30 days of the beginning of class 
each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• complete the Academic Passport every semester; 

• will serve as a positive role model for Georgia State, Achieve 
Atlanta and Atlanta Public Schools; 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

 
Brittney Bartholomew, M.Ed. 
Retention Coordinator  
First-Year and Transition Programs 
Georgia State University  
25 Park Place NE, Suite 400 
achieve@gsu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Charles Barker 
Executive Director 
 
Dr. Sheila Barker 
Associate Director 
 
Edu-Tech Enterprises, Inc. 
4343 Apollo Court 
Snellville, Georgia 30039 
770.315.2238 
470.545.9779 (Fax) 
info@edu-techenterprises.org  
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BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Kennesaw State University  
Student Success Requirements 

Kennesaw State Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 
• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 

applications including submitting required documents and 

completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA and Kennesaw State student agreement / 

data release authorization (FERPA waiver) every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors and coaches 

including checking in within the first 30 days of the beginning 

of class each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 

necessary and/or requested; 

• complete mandatory study hours;  

• attend mandatory workshops; and 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daffany Anglin 
Graduation Coach Coordinator 
Kennesaw State University  
470.578.5108 
daffany.anglin@kennesaw.edu  
 
Andreea Johnson 
Graduation Coach  
Kennesaw State University  
470.578.6308 
andreea.johnson@kennesaw.edu  
 
Shae Smith 
Co-curricular Program Specialist 
Kennesaw State University 
470.578.2926 
shae.smith@kennesaw.edu  
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Oglethorpe University  
Student Success Requirements 

Oglethorpe Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements, 
including maintaining full-time enrollment (i.e., 4 courses); 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship renewal applications 
and other required scholarship-related materials, including 
Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• complete the FAFSA and Oglethorpe data release authorization 
(FERPA waiver) every year and meet with the Oglethorpe 
University’s Office of Financial Aid at least once per semester; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors and campus 
Achieve Atlanta Ambassador to complete check-ins, including a 
first check-in within the first 30 days of each term; 

• maintain up-to-date student contact information with Achieve 
Atlanta and Oglethorpe University; 

• participate in monthly enrichment activities hosted by Academic 
Success; 

• participate in at least one required volunteer opportunity per 
semester; and 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cecil Rose 
Associate Director, Academic 
Success 
Atlanta Laboratory for Learning 
Oglethorpe University  
404.364.8867 
crose@oglethorpe.edu  
 
 
Jessica Winestock 
Associate Director of Atlanta 
Laboratory for Learning  
Oglethorpe University 
404.504.1976  
jwinestock1@oglethorpe.edu  
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Savannah State University  
Student Success Requirements 

Savannah State Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA and the Savannah State data release 
authorization (FERPA waiver) every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors and coaches 
including checking in within the first 30 days of the beginning 
of class each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• attend mandatory CSS Tiger Academy Workshops; 

• visit the Office of Mentoring to complete an application, and be 
paired with at peer-mentor and/or faculty-mentor; 

• attend monthly leadership/S.T.R.I.P.E.S. events; and 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

 
Brian Dawsey 
Director of Admissions  
Office of Admissions 
Savannah State University 
3219 College Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31404 
912.358.4027 Office 
912.358.4530 Fax 
dawseyb@savannahstate.edu  
 
Christopher Corinthian 
Mentoring Director 
Savannah State University 
Division of Student Affairs 
Savannah State University 
3219 College Street 
King-Frazier, Room 244 
Savannah, Georgia 31404 
912.358.3147 Office 
912.358.4666 Fax 
corinthianc@savannahstate.edu 
 
Danita Townsend 
Executive Director 
Center for Student Success and 
Retention 
Savannah State University 
3219 College Street 
Hubert A, Room 106 
Savannah, Georgia 31404 
912.358.4149 
townsendd@savannahstate.edu 
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Spelman College 
Student Success Requirements 

Spelman Achieve Atlanta Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 
Classification GPA 

(minimum) 
Credit 
Hours 

First Year 1.8 24-29 
Sophomore 2.0 30-59 
Junior 2.0 60-89 
Senior 2.0 90-120+ 

• complete the FAFSA every year; 

• meet regularly with designated college advisors including 
checking in within 30 days of the beginning of class each term; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• identify as an Achieve Atlanta Scholar when communicating with 
Spelman College departments; 

• communicate regularly with your Campus Coordinating Advisor 
and Ambassador(s); 

• participate in Spelman Achieve Atlanta sponsored events; 
 

• complete all necessary applications and forms – on time; and  

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

DO YOUR BEST AND THRIVE!!! 

Ms. Stacy Washington, MA  
Special Academic Programs Manager 
- Office of Undergraduate Studies  
Instructor - First Year Experience  
Campus Coordinating Advisor - 
Achieve Atlanta 
 
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box 1349 
Atlanta, GA 30314 
404.270.5701 office  
404.270.5771 direct line 
404.270.5698 fax  
swashi37@spelman.edu  
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Campus Contacts 

BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
University West Georgia 
Student Success Requirements 

University of West Georgia Achieve Atlanta 
Scholars will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA by Financial Aid’s priority date of                 
July 1; 

• meet regularly with designated Achieve Atlanta UWG college 
coach/advisors including checking in within the first 30 days of 
the beginning of class each term; 

• complete the FERPA form with your Achieve Atlanta coach within 
the first 30 days of the beginning of classes; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• attend mandatory Student Success workshops and 1:1 support 
coaching meetings;  

• register for the African American Male Initiative or the 
Multicultural Achievement Program learning community on the 
Advising Questionnaire; 

• complete a post-secondary degree. 

 
Essence Collins 
Achieve Atlanta Program Coordinator 
Department of Multicultural Achievement  
University of West Georgia 
678.839.5400 
ecollins@westga.edu  
 
Amanda Galagarza 
Admissions Representative 
678.673.9085 
adm-agalaga1@westga.edu 
 
Financial Aid 
678.839.6421 
finaid@westga.edu 
 
Bursar’s Office 
678.839.4737 
bursar@westga.edu  
 
Orientation  
678.839.4739 
orient@westga.edu 
 
Housing and Residence Life 
678.839.6426 or 678.839.6427 
housing@westga.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NONPROFIT 
PARTNERS
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BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Beyond 12 
Student Success Requirements 

Achieve Atlanta Scholars coached by Beyond 12 
will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA every year; 

• meet regularly with the designated Beyond 12 college coach 
including checking in within the first 3 weeks of the beginning of 
each term and monthly thereafter; 

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested; 

• complete a post-secondary degree.  

                

Donna Arriaga Edmonds  
Director of Program, Atlanta 
Beyond 12 
470.219.4528  
darriaga@beyond12.org  
 
Katherine Zepeda 
Director of Customer Success 
Beyond 12 
415.484.5480  
kzepeda@beyond12.org 
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BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
Edu-Tech Enterprises 
Student Success Requirements 

Dr. Charles Barker 
Dr. Sheila Barker 
Edu-Tech Enterprises, Inc. 
770.315.2238 
info@edu-techenterprises.org  

Achieve Atlanta 
Coaches 

All Achieve Atlanta Scholars coached by  
Edu-Tech Enterprises will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA every year; 

• meet regularly with their designated college advisors and Edu-
Tech coaches, including checking in with both within 30 days of 
the beginning of class each term;  

• update student contact information with Achieve Atlanta as 
necessary and/or requested;  
 

• respond to Edu-Tech coaches when contacted via text, email, 
phone calls, and ZOOM meeting invitations; 
 

• meet with Edu-Tech staff monthly as scheduled on campus, or via 
ZOOM meeting;  
 

• utilize all campus resources including, but not limited to tutoring 
services, financial aid, student support services, housing, 
advisors, and instructors’ office supports; 

• meet any additional requirements established by Edu-Tech and 
Achieve Atlanta; and 

• complete a post-secondary degree or credential. 
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BELIEVE. 
EXPECT. 
ACHIEVE. 
OneGoal 
Student Success Requirements 

Cortney Duritsa Lockhart 
Senior Director of Program 
 
470.747.0188 
cortney.duritsa@onegoalgraduati
on.org 

Coach Contacts 

All Achieve Atlanta Scholars coached by 
OneGoal will: 

• maintain full-time enrollment; 

• complete all Achieve Atlanta Scholarship update and renewal 
applications including submitting required documents and 
completing Achieve Atlanta surveys; 

• meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) requirements; 

• complete the FAFSA every year; 

• meet regularly with their designated college advisors including 
checking in within the first 3 weeks of the beginning of class 
each term;  

• meet with OneGoal coach a minimum of every other month to 
discuss social acclimation to college, navigate financial barriers, 
develop self-advocacy skills, manage academic hurdles and 
missteps, connect to resources for emotional support; and 

• complete a post-secondary degree or credential. 
 

 



 Believe. Expect. Achieve.

@achieveatlanta 

@achieveatlanta

/achieveatlanta

Achieve Atlanta 

achieveatlanta.org

Connect With Us Online


